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1. Bengal and the Zamindars
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The jotedars of Dinajpur

Buchanan described the ways in
which the jotedars of Dinajpur
in North Bengal resisted being
disciplined by the zamindar and
undermined his power:

Landlords do not like this
class of men, but it is evident
that they are absolutely
necessary, unless the
landlords themselves would
advance money to their
necessitous tenantry ...

The jotedars who cultivate
large portions of lands are
very refractory, and know
that the zamindars have no
power over them. They pay
only a few rupees on account
of their revenue and then fall
in balance almost everykist
(instalment), they hold more
lands than they are entitled
to by their pottahs (deeds
of contract). Should the
zamindar’'s officers, in
consequence, summon them
to the cutcherry, and detain
them for one or two hours
with a view to reprimand
them, they immediately go
and complain at the
Fouzdarry Thanna (police
station) for imprisonment and
at the munsiff's (a judicial
officer at the lower court)
cutcherry for being
dishonoured and whilst the
causes continue unsettled,
they instigate the petty ryots
not to pay their revenue
consequently ...
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COMPANY

ZAMINDAR
(controls numerous
villages)

RYOT

JOTEDAR
(a rich ryot, also
a trader and

UNDER-RYOT

moneylender)

UNDER-RYOT

Zamindars were
responsible for:
(a) paying revenue to
the company
(b) distr buting the
revenue demand
(jama) over villages.

Each village ryot, big
or small, paid rent to
the zamindar.

Jotedars gave out
loans to other ryots and
sold their produce.

Ryots cultivated
some land and gave out
the rest to under-ryots
on rent.

Under-ryots paid
rent to the ryots.
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From the Fifth Report

Referring to the condition of zamindars and the auction
of lands, the Fifth Report stated:

The revenue was not realised with punctuality, and
lands to a considerable extent were periodically
exposed to sale by auction. In the native year 1203,
corresponding with 1796-97, the land advertised for
sale comprehended ajumma or assessment ofsicca
rupees 28,70,061, the extent of land actually sold bore
ajumma or assessment of 14,18,756, and the amount
of purchase money siccarupees 17,90,416. In 1204,
corresponding with 1797-98, the land advertised was
for siccarupees 26,66,191, the quantity sold was for
sicca rupees 22,74,076, and the purchase money
siccarupees 21,47,580. Among the defaulters were
some of the oldest families of the country. Such were
the rajahs of Nuddea, Rajeshaye, Bishenpore
(all districts of Bengal), ... and others, the
dismemberment of whose estates at the end of each
succeeding year, threatened them with poverty and
ruin, and in some instances presented difficulties to
the revenue officers, in their efforts to preserve
undiminished the amount of public assessment.
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2. The Hoe and the Plough

m—

Who was Buchanan?

Francis Buchanan was a
physician who came to India and
served in the Bengal Medical
Service (from 1794 to 1815).
For a few years he was surgeon
to the Governor-General of
India, Lord Wellesley. During his
stay in Calcutta (present-day
Kolkata), he organised a zoo that
became the Calcutta Alipore
Z00; he was also in charge of the
Botanical Gardens for a short
period. On the request of the
Government of Bengal, he
undertook detailed surveys of
the areas under the jurisdiction
of the British East India
Company. In 1815 he fell ill and
returned to England. Upon his
mother’s death, he inherited her
property and assumed her family
name Hamilton. So he is often
called Buchanan-Hamilton.
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Buchanan on the
SEMGELS

Buchanan wrote:

They are very clever in clearing
new lands, but live meanly.
Their huts have no fence, and
the walls are made of small
sticks placed upright, close
together and plastered within
with clay. They are small and
slovenly, and too flat-roofed,
with very little arch.

The rocks near Kaduya

Buchanan’s journal is packed
with observations like the
following:

About a mile farther on, (1)
came to a low ledge of rocks
without any evident strata;
it is a small grained granite
with reddish feldspar, with
quartz and black mica ...
More than half a mile from
thence, | came to another
rock not stratified, and
consisting of very fine-
grained granite with
yellowish feldspar, whitish
quartz and black mica.
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On clearance and settled cultivation

Passing through one village in the lower Rajmahal hills,
Buchanan wrote:

The view of the country is exceedingly fine, the
cultivation, especially the narrow valleys of rice
winding in all directions, the cleared lands with
scattered trees, and the rocky hills are in perfection;

all that is wanted is some appearance of progress in
the area and a vastly extended and improved
cultivation, of which the country is highly susceptible.
Plantations of Asan and Palas, for Tessar (Tassar silk
worms) and Lac, should occupy the place of woods
to as great an extent as the demand will admit; the
remainder might be all cleared, and the greater part
cultivated, while what is not fit for the purpose, might
rear Plamira (palmyra) and Mowa (mahua).

3. A Revolt in the Countryside
The Bombay Deccan
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On that day in Supa

On 16 May 1875, the District
Magistrate of Poona wrote to
the Police Commissioner:

On arrival at Supa on
Saturday 15 May | learnt
of the disturbance.

One house of a
moneylender was burnt
down; about a dozen were
forcibly broken into and
completely gutted of their
content. Account papers,
bonds, grains, country
cloth were burnt in the
street where heaps of ashes
are still to be seen.

The chief constable
apprehended 50 persons.
Stolen property worth
Rs 2000 was recovered.
The estimated loss is over
Rs 25,000. Moneylenders
claimitis over 1 lakh.

DeccanRioTs CommissioN
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A newspaper report

The following report, titled ‘The ryot and the

moneylender’, appeared in the Native Opinion (6 June
1876), and was quoted in Report of the Native
Newspapers of Bombay:

They (the ryots) first place spies on the boundaries
of their villages to see if any Government officers
come, and to give timely intimation of their arrival

to the offenders. They then assemble in a body and
go to the houses of their creditors, and demand
from them a surrender of their bonds and other

documents, and threaten them in case of refusal with
assault and plunder. If any Government officer
happens to approach the villages where the above is
taking place, the spies give intimation to the offenders
and the latter disperse in time.
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A ryot petitions

This is an example of a petition
from a ryot of the village of
Mirajgaon, Taluka Karjat, to the
Collector, Ahmednagar, Deccan
Riots Commission:

The sowkars (sahukars) ...
have of late begun to
oppress us. As we cannot
earn enough to defray our
household expenses, we are
actually forced to beg of
them to provide us with
money, clothes and grain,
which we obtain from
them not without great
difficulty, nor without their
compelling us to enter into
hard conditions in the bond.
Moreover the necessary
clothes and grain are not
sold to us at cash rates. The
prices asked from us are
generally twenty-five or
fifty per cent more than
demanded from customers
making ready money
payments ... The produce of
our fields is also taken by the
sowkars, who at the time
of removing it assure us
that it will be credited to @& — — — — — — — — — — — — — -
our account, but they do not
actually make any mention
of it in the accounts. They
also refuse to pass us any
receipts for the produce so
removed by them.
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Deeds of hire

When debts mounted the peasant was unable to pay
back the loan to the moneylender. He had no option

but to give over all his possessions — land, carts, and
animals — to the moneylender. But without animals he
could not continue to cultivate. So he took land on rent

and animals on hire. He now had to pay for the animals
which had originally belonged to him. He had to sign a

deed of hire stating very clearly that these animals and
carts did not belong to him. In cases of conflict, these
deeds could be enforced through the court.

The following is the text of a deed that a peasant signed
in November 1873, from the records of the Deccan Riots
Commission:

I have sold to you, on account of the debt due to you,
my two carriages having iron axles, with their
appurtenances and four bullocks ... | have taken from
you on hire under (this) deed the very same two
carriages and four bullocks. | shall pay every month
the hire thereof at Rupees four a month, and obtain a
receipt in your own handwriting. In the absence of a
receipt | shall not contend that the hire had been paid.
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How debts mounted

In a petition to the Deccan Riots Commission aryot explained how the
system of loans worked:

A sowkar lends his debtor Rs 100 on bond at Rs 3-2 annas per cent
per mensem. The latter agrees to pay the amount within eight days

from the passing of the bond. Three years after the stipulated time for
repaying the amount, the sowkar takes from his debtor another bond
for the principal and interest together at the same rate of interest,
and allows him 125 days’ time to liquidate the debt. After the lapse of
3 years and 15 days a third bond is passed by the debtor ... (this process
is repeated) at the end of 12 years ... his interest on Rs 1000 amounts
to Rs 2028 -10 annas -3 paise.
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4. The Deccan Riots Commission
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Write a short essay [\j

(250-300 words ) on the following: o

If you would like to know
more, read:

Sugata Bose. 1986.
Agrarian Bengal.
Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge.

Francis Buchanan.1930.
Journal of Francis Buchanan
Kept During the Survey of the
District of Bhagalpur.
Superintendent, Government
Printing, Bihar and Orissa, Patna.

Ramachandra Guha. 1989.

Map work The Unquiet Woods: Ecological
Change and Peasant Resistance

in the Himalayas.

Oxford University Press,
New Delhi.

Sumit Guha. 1985.

The Agrarian Economy of the
Bombay Deccan, 1818-1941.
Oxford University Press,

New Delhi.
Fq Projects (choose one) Ravinder Kumar. 1968.
/ Western India in the Nineteenth

Century: A Study in the Social
History of Maharashtra.
Routledge and Kegan Paul, London.

Ratnalekha Ray. 1979.
Change in Bengal Agrarian
Society, c. 1760-1850.
Manohar, New Delhi.

Kumar Suresh Singh. 1966.
Dust-storm and the Hanging
Mist: A Study of Birsa Munda
and His Movement in
Chhotanagpur (1874-1901).
Firma K.L. Mukhopadhyay,
Calcutta.
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1. Pattern of the Rebellion
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Ordinary life in extraordinary times

What happened in the cities during the months of the revolt?
How did people live through those months of tumult? How
was normal life affected? Reports from different cities tell us
about the breakdown in routine activities. Read these
reports from the Delhi Urdu Akhbar, 14 June 1857:

The same thing is true for vegetables andsaag(spinach).
People have been found to complain that even kaddu
(pumpkin) and baingan (brinjal) cannot be found in the
bazaars. Potatoes andarvi (yam) when available are of
stale and rotten variety, stored from before by farsighted
kunjras (vegetable growers). From the gardens inside the
city some produce does reach a few places but the poor
and the middle class can only lick their lips and watch
them (as they are earmarked for the select).

... There is something else that needs attention which is
causing a lot of damage to the people which is that the
water-carriers have stopped filling water. Poor Shurfas
(gentility) are seen carrying water in pails on their shoulders
and only then the necessary household tasks such as
cooking, etc. can take place. The halalkhors (righteous)
have become haramkhors (corrupt), many mohallas have
not been able to earn for several days and if this situation
continues then decay, death and disease will combine
together to spoil the city’s air and an epidemic will spread
all over the city and even to areas adjacent and around.
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Sisten and the tahsildar

In the context of the communication of the message of
revolt and mutiny, the experience of Francois Sisten, a
native Christian police inspector in Sitapur, is telling.
He had gone to Saharanpur to pay his respects to the
magistrate. Sisten was dressed in Indianclothes and
sitting cross-legged. A Muslimtahsildar from Bijnor
entered the room; upon learning that Sisten was from
Awadh, he enquired, “What news from Awadh? How
does the work progress, brother?” Playing safe, Sisten
replied, “If we have work in Awadh, your highness will
know it.” The tahsildar said, “Depend upon it, we will
succeed this time. The direction of the business is in
able hands.” The tahsildar was later identified as the
principal rebel leader of Bijnor.

291



292 THEMES IN INDIAN HISTORY — PART 1




REBELS AND THE RAJ 293

o e )

Two rebels of 1857

Shah Mal

Shah Mal lived in a large village in pargana Barout in Uttar Pradesh. He belonged
to a clan of Jat cultivators whose kinship ties extended over chaurasee des
(eighty-four villages). The lands in the region were irrigated and fertile, with
rich dark loam soil. Many of the villagers were prosperous and saw the British
land revenue system as oppressive: the revenue demand was high and its
collection inflexible. Consequently cultivators were losing land to outsiders, to
traders and moneylenders who were coming into the area.

Shah Mal mobilised the headmen and cultivators of chaurasee desmoving
at night from village to village, urging people to rebel against the British. As
in many other places, the revolt against the British turned into a general
rebellion against all signs of oppression and injustice. Cultivators left their
fields and plundered the houses of moneylenders and traders. Displaced
proprietors took possession of the lands they had lost. Shah Mal's men
attacked government buildings, destroyed the bridge over the river, and
dug up metalled roads — partly to prevent government forces from coming
into the area, and partly because bridges and roads were seen as symbols
of British rule. They sent supplies to the sepoys who had mutinied in Delhi
and stopped all official communication between British headquarters and
Meerut. Locally acknowledged as the Raja, Shah Mal took over the bungalow
of an English officer, turned it into a “hall of justice”, settling disputes and
dispensing judgments. He also set up an amazingly effective network of
intelligence. For a period the people of the area felt that firangi raj was
over, and their raj had come.

Shah Mal was killed in battle in July 1857.

Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah

Maulvi Ahmadullah Shah was one of the many maulvis who played an
important part in the revolt of 1857. Educated in Hyderabad, he became a

preacher when young. In 1856, he was seen moving from village to village
preaching jehad (religious war) against the British and urging people to
rebel. He moved in a palanquin, with drumbeaters in front and followers at

the rear. He was therefore popularly called Danka Shah — the maulvi with

the drum (danka). British officials panicked as thousands began following
the maulvi and many Muslims began seeing him as an inspired prophet.
When he reached Lucknow in 1856, he was stopped by the police from

preaching in the city. Subsequently, in 1857, he was jailed in Faizabad.
When released, he was elected by the mutinous 22¢ Native Infantry as
their leader. He fought in the famous Battle of Chinhat in which the British

forces under Henry Lawrence were defeated. He came to be known for his
courage and power. Many people in fact believed that he was invincible,

had magical powers, and could not be killed by the British. It was this belief
that partly formed the basis of his authority.
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2. Awadh in Revolt

Subsidiary Alliance

Subsidiary Alliance was a
system devised by Lord
Wellesley in 1798. All those
who entered into such an
alliance with the British had
to accept certain terms and
conditions:

(a) The British would be
responsible for protecting their
ally from external and internal
threats to their power.

(b) In the territory of the
ally, a British armed contingent
would be stationed.

(c) The ally would have
to provide the resources for
maintaining this contingent.

(d) The ally could enter
into agreements with other
rulers or engage in warfare
only with the permission of
the British.
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ARABIAN
SEA

BAY OF
BENGAL

RY UNDER

TERRITO!
4 BRITISH CONTROL
f\l S The Nawab has left

Another song mourned the
plight of the ruler who had to
leave his motherland:

INDIAN

Noble and peasant all wept
together

and all the world wept and
wailed

Alas! The chief has bidden
adieu to

his country and gone
abroad.
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What talugdars thought

The attitude of the talugdars was
best expressed by Hanwant
Singh, the Raja of Kalakankar,
near Rae Bareli. During the
mutiny, Hanwant Singh had
given shelter to a British officer,
and conveyed him to safety.
While taking leave of the officer,
Hanwant Singh told him:

Sahib, your countrymen
came into this country and
drove out our King. You

sent your officers round the
districts to examine the
titles to the estates. At one
blow you took from me

lands which from time

immemorial had been in

my family. | submitted.
Suddenly misfortune fell
upon you. The people of
the land rose against you.
You came to me whom you
had despoiled. | have saved
you. But now — now | march

at the head of my retainers
to Lucknow to try and drive

you from the country.
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3. What the Rebels Wanted
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The Azamgarh Proclamation, 25 August 1857

This is one of the main sources of our knowledge about what the rebels wanted:

It is well known to all, that in this age the people of Hindostan, both Hindoos and
Mohammedans, are being ruined under the tyranny and the oppression of the infidel and
treacherous English. It is therefore the bounden duty of all the wealthy people of India,
especially those who have any sort of connection with the Mohammedan royal families,
and are considered the pastors and masters of their people, to stake their lives and property
for the well-being of the public. ...

Several of the Hindoo and Mussalman Chiefs, who have long since quitted their homes
for the preservation of their religion, and have been trying their best to root out the Eng lish
in India, have presented themselves to me, and taken part in the reigning Indian crusade,
and itis more than probable that | shall very shortly receive succours from the West. Therefore
for the information of the public, the present Ishtahar, consisting of several sections, is putin
circulation and it is the imperative duty of all to take into their careful consideration, and
abide by it. Parties anxious to participate in the common cause, but having no means to
provide for themselves, shall receive their daily subsistence from me; and be it known to all,
that the ancient works, both of the Hindoos and Mohammedans, the writings of miracle
workers, and the calculation of the astrologers, pundits, ... all agree in asserting that tre
English will no longer have any footing in India or elsewhere. Therefore it is incumbent o n
all to give up the hope of the continuation of the British sway, side with me, and deserve the
consideration of the Badshahi, or imperial government, by their individual exertion in
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promoting the common good, and thus attain their respective ends; otherwise if this
golden opportunity slips away, they will have to repent for their folly, ... .

Section | — Regarding Zemindarsilt is evident, that the British Government in making
zemindary settlements have imposed exorbitant Jumas (revenue demand) and have
disgraced and ruined several zemindars, by putting up their estates for public auction for
arrears of rent, in so much, in the institution of a suit by a common Ryot, a maid servant, or
a slave, the respectable zemindars are summoned into court, arrested, put in goal and
disgraced. In litigation regarding zemindaries, the immense value of stamps, and other
unnecessary expenses of the civil courts, ... are all calculated to impoverish the litigants.
Besides this, the coffers of the zemindars are annually taxed with the subscription for schools,
hospitals, roads, etc. Such extortions will have no manner of existence in the Badshahi
Government; but on the contrary the Jumas will be light, the dignity and honour of the
zemindars safe, and every zemindar will have absolute rule in his own zemindary ...

Section Il — Regarding Merchantslt is plain that the infidel and treacherous British
Government have monopolised the trade of all the fine and valuable merchandise, such as
indigo, cloth, and other articles of shipping, leaving only the trade of trifles to the peopl e, ...
Besides this, the profits of the traders are taxed, with postages, tolls and subscriptions for
schools, etc. Notwithstanding all these concessions, the merchants are liable to
imprisonment and disgrace at the instance or complaint of a worthless man. When the
Badshahi Government is established all these aforesaid fraudulent practices shall be
dispensed with, and the trade of every article, without exception, both by land and water
will be opened to the native merchants of India, ... Itis therefore the duty of every merchant
to take part in the war, and aid the Badshahi Government with his men and money, ... .

Section Il — Regarding Public Servantdt is not a secret thing, that under the British
Government, natives employed in the civil and military services have little respect, low pay,
and no manner of influence; and all the posts of dignity and emolument in both the
departments are exclusively bestowed on Englishmen, ... Therefore, all the natives in the
British service ought to be alive to their religion and interest, and abjuring their loyalty t o
the English, side with the Badshahi Government, and obtain salaries of 200 and 300 rupees
a month for the present, and be entitled to high posts in the future. ...

Section IV— Regarding Artisans. It is evident that the Europeans, by the introduction of
English articles into India, have thrown the weavers, the cotton dressers, the carpenters,
the blacksmiths, and the shoemakers,etc., out of employ, and have engrossed their
occupations, so that every description of native artisan has been reduced to beggary. But
under the Badshahi Government the native artisans will exclusively be employed in the
service of the kings, the rajahs, and the rich; and this will no doubt ensure their prosperity.
Therefore these artisans ought to renounce the English services, ... .

Section V- Regarding Pundits, Fakirs and Other Learned Persons. The pundits and
fakirs being the guardians of the Hindoo and Mohammadan religions respectively, and
the Europeans being the enemies of both the religions, and as at present a war is raging
against the English on account of religion, the pundits and fakirs are bound to present
themselves to me, and take their share in the holy war... .
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What the sepoys thought

This is one of thearzis (petition or application) of rebel sepoys that have survived:

A century ago the British arrived in Hindostan and gradually entertained troops in
their service, and became masters of every state. Our forefathers have always served
them, and we also entered their service ... By the mercy of God and with our assistance
the British also conquered every place they liked, in which thousands of us, Hindostani
men were sacrificed, but we never made any excuses or pretences nor revolted ...

But in the year eighteen fifty seven the British issued an order that new cartridges
and muskets which had arrived from England were to be issued; in the former of
which the fats of cows and pigs were mixed; and also thatattah of wheat mixed
with powdered bones was to be eaten; and even distributed them in every
Regiment of infantry, cavalry and artillery ...

They gave these cartridges to thesowars (mounted soldiers) of the 3 Light
Cavalry, and ordered them to bite them; the troopers objected to it, and said that
they would never bite them, for if they did, their religion and faith would be
destroyed ... upon this the British officers paraded the men of the 3 Regiments
and having prepared 1,400 English soldiers, and other Battalions of European
troops and Horse Atrtillery, surrounded them, and placing six guns before each of
the infantry regiments, loaded the guns with grape and made 84 new troopers
prisoners, and put them in jail with irons on them ... The reason that the sowars of
the Cantonment were put into jail was that we should be frightened into bitin g the
new cartridges. On this account we and all our country-men having united
together, have fought the British for the preservation of our faith ... we have been
compelled to make war for two years and the Rajahs and Chiefs who are with us in
faith and religion, are still so, and have undergone all sorts of trouble; we have
fought for two years in order that our faith and religion may not be polluted. If the
religion of a Hindoo or Mussalman is lost, what remains in the world?
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4. Repression

Villagers as rebels

An officer reporting from rural
Awadh (spelt as Oude in the
following account) noted:

The Oude people are
gradually pressing down on
the line of communication
from the North ... the Oude
people are villagers ...
these villagers are nearly
intangible to Europeans
melting away before them
and collecting again. The
Civil Authorities report
these villagers to amount
to a very large number of
men, with a number of guns.

® FPRINCIPAL CENTRES
OF REVOLT gﬁ

i BRITISH THRUSTS
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5. Images of the Revolt
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THLE BRITISH LIDN'S VENGEANCE ON TUE BENGAL TIGER, - 1]
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THE CLEMENCY OF CANNING.

SorsowsSweur. © WELL, TEEY, THEY §HAHT 0% MM TTOM NASTT GUES; [FT HE MUET
FRONIE T BE 4 C0O0 LITTLE GRROMS



313

REBELS AND THE RAJ




314 THEMES IN INDIAN HISTORY — PART 1lI




REBELS AND THE RAJ

Write a short essay

(250-300 words) on the following:

ﬁ Map work

k Projects (choose one)

315

LA

If you would like to know
more, read:
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‘Four Rebels of Eighteen-Fifty-
Seven’, Subaltern Studies, IV
Oxford University Press, Delhi.
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Awadh in Revolt, 1857-58
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Oxford University Press, Delhi.
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(for letters of Rani Lakshmibai)
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1. Towns and Cities in Pre-colonial
Times
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Escaping to the
countryside

This is how the famous poet
Mirza Ghalib described
what the people of Delhi did

when the British forces
occupied the city in 1857:

Smiting the enemy and
driving him before them,

the victors (i.e., the
British) overran the city
in all directions. All

whom they found in the

street they cut down ...

For two to three days
every road in the city,

from the Kashmiri Gate
to Chandni Chowk, was
a battlefield. Three
gates — the Ajmeri, the
Turcoman and the

Delhi — were still held by
the rebels ... At the
naked spectacle of this
vengeful wrath and

malevolent hatred the

colour fled from

men’s faces, and a vast
concourse of men
and women ... took

to precipitate flight

through these three
gates. Seeking the little
villages and shrines
outside the city, they
drew breath to wait until

such time as might
favour their return.
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The kotwal of Delhi

Did you know that the first Prime
Minister of India, Jawaharlal
Nehru’s grandfather, Ganga
Dhar Nehru, was the kotwal of
Delhi before the Revolt of 18577
Read Jawaharlal Nehru,
Autobiography, for more details.
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Names of cities

Madras, Bombay and
Calcutta were the Anglicised
names of villages where the
British first set up trading
posts. They are now known
as Chennai, Mumbai and
Kolkata respectively.

2. Finding Out about Colonial Cities
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What maps reveal
and conceal

The development of survey
methods, accurate scientific
instruments and British imperial

needs meant that maps were
prepared with great care. The

Survey of India was established
in 1878. While the maps that

were prepared give us a lot of

information, they also reflect

the bias of the British rulers.
Large settlements of the poor
in towns went unmarked on

maps because they seemed
unimportant to the rulers. As a

result it was assumed that these
blank spaces on the map were
available for other development

schemes. When these schemes
were undertaken, the poor

were evicted.
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3. What Were the New Towns Like?
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Doric capital

lonic capital
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Amar Katha (My Story)

Binodini Dasi (1863-1941) was a
pioneering figure in Bengali theatre

in the late nineteenth and early

twentieth centuries and worked

closely with the dramatist and

director Girish Chandra Ghosh

(1844-1912). She was one of the
prime movers behind the setting up

of the Star Theatre (1883) in

Calcutta which became a centre for

famous productions. Between 1910
and 1913 she serialised her
autobiography, Amar Katha (My

Story). A remarkable personality,

she exemplified the problem

women faced in recasting their

roles in society. She was a
professional in the city, working in

multiple spheres — as an actress,
institution builder and author — but

the patriarchal society of the

time scorned her assertive public
presence.
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Through the eyes of poor migrants

This is aswang that was popular amongst the inhabitants of Jelepara (Fishermen’s
quarter), Calcutta, in the early twentieth century:

Dil-me ek bhavna se Kalkatta-me aya With anticipation in my heart | came to Calcutta

Kaisan kaisan maja ham hiya dekhne paya  And what entertaining things | could see here!

Ari-samaj, Brahma-samaj, girja, mahjid The Arya Samaj, Brahmo Samaj, church and mosque —
Ek lota-me milta — dudh, pani, sab chij

In one vessel you get everything — milk, water and all

Jhapat mar ke bolta hai, Angreji-me bat.  And with a flourish they speak in English.
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4. Segregation, Town Planning and
Architecture
Madras, Calcutta and Bombay
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A rural city?

Read this excerpt on Madras
from the Imperial Gazetteer
1908:

. the better European
residences are built in the
midst of compounds which
almost attain the dignity of
parks; and rice-fields
frequently wind in and out
between these in almost
rural fashion. Even in the
most thickly peopled native
quarters such as Black Town
and Triplicane, there is little
of the crowding found in
many other towns ...
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The line of fire

Interestingly, the pattern devised
for Calcutta was replicated in

many other towns. During the

Revolt of 1857 many towns
became rebel strongholds.
After their victory the British

proceeded to make these places
safe for themselves. In Delhi
for instance they took over the

Red Fort and stationed an army
there. Then they destroyed
buildings close to the Fort

creating a substantial empty
space between the Indian

neighbourhoods and the Fort.

The logic was the same as in
Calcutta a hundred years ago:
a direct line of fire was

considered essential, just in case
the town rose up againstfirangi

raj once again.
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“For the regulation of
nuisances of every
description”

By the early nineteenth century
the British felt that permanent

and public rules had to be

formulated for regulating all

aspects of social life. Even the
construction of private buildings

and public roads ought to

conform to standardised rules
that were clearly codified. In

his Minute on Calcutta (1803)
Wellesley wrote:

It is a primary duty of
Government to provide
for the health, safety and
convenience of the
inhabitants of this great
town, by establishing a
comprehensive system for
the improvement of roads,
streets, public drains, and
water courses, and by
fixing permanent rules for
the construction and
distribution of the houses
and public edifices, and for
the regulation of nuisances
of every description.
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5. What Buildings and
Architectural Styles Tell Us
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Write a short essay

(250-300 words) on the following:

Map work

Project (choose one)
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If you would like to know
more, read:

Sabyasachi Bhattacharya.1990.
Adhunik Bharat Ka Aarthik Itihas
Rajkamal Prakashan, Delhi.

Norma Evenson. 1989.

The Indian Metropolis:

A View Toward the West.
Oxford University Press, Delhi.

Narayani Gupta. 1981.

Delhi between Two Empires
1803-1931.

Oxford University Press, Delhi.

Gavin Hambly and Burton Stein.
“Towns and Cities”, in Tapan
Raychaudhuri and Irfan Habib
edited, The Cambridge
Economic History of India,
(Volume 1), 1984.

Orient Longman and Cambridge
University Press, Delhi.

Anthony King. 1976.

Colonial Urban Development:
Culture, Social Power and
Environment

Routledge and Kegan Paul,
London.

Thomas R. Metcalf. 1989.

An Imperial Vision: Indian
Architecture and Britain's Raj
Faber and Faber, London.

Lewis Mumford. 1961.

The City in History: Its Origins, Its
Transformations and Its Prospects
Secker and Warburg, London.
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1. A Leader Announces Himself
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2. The Making and Unmaking of
Non-cooperation
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What was the
Khilafat Movement?

The Khilafat Movement,
(1919-1920) was a movement
of Indian Muslims, led by
Muhammad Ali and Shaukat Ali,
that demanded the following:
The Turkish Sultan or Khalifa
must retain control over the
Muslim sacred places in the
erstwhile Ottoman empire; the
jazirat-ul-Arab (Arabia, Syria,
Iraq, Palestine) must remain
under Muslim sovereignty; and
the Khalifa must be left with
sufficient territory to enable
him to defend the Islamic faith.
The Congress supported the
movement and Mahatma Gandhi
sought to conjoin it to the
Non-cooperation Movement.

THEMES IN INDIAN HISTORY — PART 11
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Mahatma Gandhi was profoundly critical of the modern age in which machines
enslaved humans and displaced labour. He saw thecharkha as a symbol of a
human society that would not glorify machines and technology. The spinning
wheel, moreover, could provide the poor with supplementary income and
make them self-reliant.

What | object to, is the craze for machinery as
such. The craze is for what they call labour-
saving machinery. Men go on “saving labour”,
till thousands are without work and thrown

on the open streets to die of starvation. | want

to save time and labour, not for a fraction of
mankind, but for all; | want the concentration
of wealth, not in the hands of few, but in
the hands of all.

Youna INDIA, 13 NovEMBER 1924

Khaddar does not seek to destroy all
machinery but it does regulate its use and
check its weedy growth. It uses machinery
for the service of the poorest in their own
cottages. The wheel is itself an exquisite
piece of machinery.

Young INDIA, 17 MARCH 1927
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The miraculous and
the unbelievable

Local newspapers in the United
Provinces recorded many of the
rumours that circulated at that
time. There were rumours that
every person who wanted to test
the power of the Mahatma had
been surprised:

1. Sikandar Sahu from a
village in Basti said on
15 February that he would
believe in the Mahatmaiji
when the karah (boiling

pan) full of sugar cane juice
in his karkhana (where gur
was produced) split into
two. Immediately the karah
actually split into two from
the middle.

2. A cultivator in Azamgarh
said that he would
believe in the Mahatmaji's
authenticity if sesamum
sprouted on his field planted
with wheat. Next day all
the wheat in that field
became sesamum.

contd
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3. The Salt Satyagraha
A Case Study
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Why the Salt Satyagraha?

Why was salt the symbol of protest? This is what Mahatma Gandhi wrote:

The volume of information being gained daily shows how wickedly the salt tax has
been designed. In order to prevent the use of salt that has not paid the tax which is at
times even fourteen times its value, the Government destroys the salt it cannot sell
profitably. Thus it taxes the nation’s vital necessity; it prevents the public from
manufacturing it and destroys what nature manufactures without effort. No adjective
is strong enough for characterising this wicked dog-in-the-manger policy. From
various sources | hear tales of such wanton destruction of the nation’s property in all
parts of India. Maunds if not tons of salt are said to be destroyed on the Konkan coast.
The same tale comes from Dandi. Wherever there is likelihood of natural salt being
taken away by the people living in the neighbourhood of such areas for their personal
use, salt officers are posted for the sole purpose of carrying on destruction. Thus
valuable national property is destroyed at national expense and salt taken outof the
mouths of the people.

The salt monopoly is thus a fourfold curse. It deprives the people of a valuable easy
village industry, involves wanton destruction of property that nature produces in
abundance, the destruction itself means more national expenditure, and fourthly, to
crown this folly, an unheard-of tax of more than 1,000 per cent is exacted from a
starving people.

This tax has remained so long because of the apathy of the general public. Now tha
it is sufficiently roused, the tax has to go. How soon it will be abolished depends upon
the strength the people.

THe CoLLECTED WoRKSOF MAHATMA GANDHI (CWMG), voL. 49
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“Tomorrow we shall break the salt tax law”

On 5 April 1930, Mahatma Gandhi spoke at Dandi:

When | left Sabarmati with my companions for this seaside hamlet of Dandi, |
was not certain in my mind that we would be allowed to reach this place. Even

while | was at Sabarmati there was a rumour that | might be arrested. | had
thought that the Government might perhaps let my party come as far as Dandi,
but not me certainly. If someone says that this betrays imperfect faith on my
part, | shall not deny the charge. That | have reached here is in no small measure
due to the power of peace and non-violence: that power is universally felt. The

Government may, if it wishes, congratulate itself on acting as it has done, for it
could have arrested every one of us. In saying that it did not have the courage

to arrest this army of peace, we praise it. It felt ashamed to arrest such an army.
He is a civilised man who feels ashamed to do anything which his neighbours
would disapprove. The Government deserves to be congratulated on not

arresting us, even if it desisted only from fear of world opinion.

Tomorrow we shall break the salt tax law. Whether the Government will to lerate
that is a different question. It may not tolerate it, but it deserves congratulations on
the patience and forbearance it has displayed in regard to this party. ...

What if | and all the eminent leaders in Gujarat and in the rest of the country
are arrested? This movement is based on the faith that when a whole nation is
roused and on the march no leader is necessary.

CWMG, voL. 49
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The problem with
separate electorates

At the Round Table
Conference Mahatma Gandhi
stated his arguments against
separate electorates for
the Depressed Classes:

Separate electorates
to the “Untouchables”
will ensure them
bondage in perpetuity
Do you want the
“Untouchables” to
remain “Untouchables”
for ever? Well, the
separate electorates
would perpetuate
the stigma. What is
needed is destruction
of “Untouchability”,
and when you have
done it, the bar-
sinister, which has
been imposed by an
insolent “superior”
class upon an “inferior”
class will be destroyed.
When you have
destroyed the bar-
sinister to whom will
you give the separate
electorates?
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Ambedkar on separate
electorates

In response to Mahatma
Gandhi’s opposition to the
demand for separate electorates
for the Depressed Classes
Ambedkar wrote:

Here is a class which is
undoubtedly not in a
position to sustain itself in
the struggle for existence.
The religion, to which they
are tied, instead of providing
them an honourable place,
brands them as lepers, not
fit for ordinary intercourse.
Economically, it is a class
entirely dependent upon
the high-caste Hindus for
earning its daily bread with
no independent way of living
open to it. Nor are all ways
closed by reason of the social
prejudices of the Hindus but
there is a definite attempt
all through our Hindu
Society to bolt every possible
door so as not to allow the
Depressed Classes any
opportunity to rise in the
scale of life.

In these circumstances, it
would be granted by all fair-
minded persons that as the
only path for a community
so handicapped to succeed
in the struggle for life against
organised tyranny, some
share of political power in
order that it may protect itself
is a paramount necessity ...

FrRom DR BABASAHEB AMBEDKAR,
@

W HAT CONGRESS AND GANDHI
Have DoNE To THE UNTOUCHABLES”,
WRITINGSAND SPEECHESVOL. 9, P. 312
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Satara, 1943

From the late nineteenth
century, a non-Brahman
movement, which opposed the
caste system and landlordism,
had developed in Maharashtra.
This movement established
links with the national
movement by the 1930s.

In 1943, some of the
younger leaders in the Satara
district of Maharashtra set up
a parallel government (prati
sarkar), with volunteer corps
(seba dals) and village
units (tufan dals). They ran
people’s courts and organised
constructive work. Dominated
by kunbi peasants and
supported by dalits, the Satara
prati sarkar functioned till
the elections of 1946, despite
government repression and,
in the later stages, Congress
disapproval.
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5. The Last Heroic Days
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6. Knowing Gandhi

One event through letters

In the 1920s, Jawaharlal Nehru was increasingly influenced by socialism, and he returned
from Europe in 1928 deeply impressed with the Soviet Union. As he began working
closely with the socialists (Jayaprakash Narayan, Narendra Dev, N.G. Ranga and others),
a rift developed between the socialists and the conservatives within the Congress. After
becoming the Congress President in 1936, Nehru spoke passionately against fascism,
and upheld the demands of workers and peasants.

Worried by Nehru’s socialist rhetoric, the conservatives, led by Rajendra Prasad and

Sardar Patel, threatened to resign from the Working Committee, and some prominent
industrialists in Bombay issued a statement attacking Nehru. Both Prasad and Nehru turnel
to Mahatma Gandhi and met him at his ashram at Wardha. The latter acted as the mediator,
as he often did, restraining Nehru’s radicalism and persuading Prasad and others to see the
significance of Nehru’s leadership.

In A Bunch of Old Letters 1958, Nehru reprinted many of the letters that were exchanged
at the time.

Read the extracts in the following pages.
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From A Bunch of Old Letters

My dear Jawaharlalji, Wardha, July 1, 1936

Since we parted yesterday we have had a long conversation with Mahatmaji and a prolonged consultgtion
among ourselves. We understand that you have felt much hurt by the course of action taken by usfand
particularly the tone of our letter has caused you much pain. It was never our intention either to embarfass
you or to hurt yowand if you had suggested or indictated that it hurt you we would have without th
least hesitation amended or altered the letter. But we have decided to withdraw it and our resignaj on
on a reconsideration of the whole situation.

We have felt that in all your utterances as published in the Press you have been speaking not so rjjuch
on the general Congress programme as on a topic which has not been accepted by the Congress ¢nd in
doing so you have been acting more as the mouthpiece of the minority of our colleagues on the Working
Committee as also on the Congress than the mouthpiece of the majority which we expected yol as
Congress President to do.

There is regular continuous campaign against us treating us as persons whose time is over, [vho
represent and stand for ideas that are worn out and that have no present value, who are only obstru:ting
the progress of the country and who deserve to be cast out of the positions which they undeserv{dly
hold ... we have felt that a great injustice has been and is being done to us by others, and we are not
receiving the protection we are entitled from you as our colleague and as our President ...

Yours sincerely
Rajendra Prasad

My Dear Bapu, Allahabad, July 5, 1936

| arrived here last night. Ever since | left Wardha | have been feeling weak in body and troubled in mi

... Since my return from Europe, | found that meetings of the Working Committee exhaust
greatly; they have a devitalising effect on me and | have almost the feeling of being older in years affer
every fresh experience ...

I am grateful to you for all the trouble you took in smoothing over matters and in helping t¢
avoid a crisis.

| read again Rajendra Babu'’s letter to me (the second one) and his formidable indictment of me |1.

For however tenderly the fact may be stated, it amounts to this that | am an intolerable nuisance {nd
the very qualities | possess — a measure of ability, energy, earnestness, some personality which Has a
vague appeal — become dangerous for they are harnessed to the wrong chariot (socialism). ['he
conclusion from all this is obvious.

| have written at length, both in my book and subsequently, about my present ideas. There is no lf.ck
of material for me to be judged. Those views are not casual. They are part of me, and though | mifjht
change them or vary them in future, so long as | hold them | must give expression to them. Becauge |
attached importance to a larger unity | tried to express them in the mildest way possible and more af| an
invitation to thought than as fixed conclusions. | saw no conflict in this approach and in anythinj
that the Congress was doing. So far as the elections were concerned | felt that my approach wes a
definite asset to us as it enthused the masses. But my approach, mild and vague as it was, is consi¢ered
dangerous and harmful by my colleagues. | was even told that my laying stress always on the
poverty and unemployment in India was unwise, or at any rate the way | did it was wrong ...

You told me that you intended issuing some kind of a statement. | shall welcome this for | believe
every viewpoint being placed before the country.

Yours affectionately
Jawaharlal
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Segaon, July 15, 1936
Dear Jawaharlal,

Your letter is touching. You feel the most injured party. The fact is that your colleagues have
lacked your courage and frankness. The result has been disastrous. | have always pleadd
with them to speak to you freely and fearlessly. But having lacked the courage, whenever the

have spoken they have done it clumsily and you have felt irritated. | tell you they have dreadec
you, because of your irritability and impatience with them. They have chafed under your
rebukes and magisterial manner and above all your arrogation of what has appeared to the
your infallibility and superior knowledge. They feel you have treated them with scant courtesy
and never defended them from socialist ridicule and even misrepresentation.

I have looked at the whole affair as a tragi-comedy. | would therefore like you to look at
the whole thing in a lighter vein.

| suggested your name for the crown of thorns (Presidentship of the Congress). Keep i
on, though the head be bruised. Resume your humour at the committee meetings. That is yo[ir
most usual role, not that of care-worn, irritable man ready to burst on the slightest occasio

How | wish you could telegraph me that on finishing my letter you felt as merry as you
were on that new year’s day in Lahore when you were reported to have danced around t
tricolour flag.

You must give your throat a chance.

Love
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Fortnightly Reports of the Home Department
(Confidential)

FOR THE FIRST HALF OF MARCH 1930 foretold freely but it seems quite possible

) N ) _ that nonfulfilment of the forecast is
The rapid political developments in Gujarat are ypsetting plans.

being closely watched here. To what extent and

in what directions they will affect political Madras

Condltlon in thIS pI‘OVince, |t |S dlffICU|t to surmise The Opening Of Gandhi’s CiVil disobedience

at present. The peasantry is for the momentcampaign has completely overshadowed all
engaged in harvesting a good rabi; students argther issues. General opinion inclines to
pre-occupied with their impending examinations. regard his march as theatrical and his
programme as impracticable, but as he is
held in such personal reverence by the Hindu
The arrest of Mr. Vallabh Bhai Patel caused little pub“c genera”y, the poss|b|||ty of arrest

excitement, except in Congress circles, but awhich he seems deliberately to be courting

meeting organised by the Nagpur Nagar and its effect on the political situation are
Congress Committee to congratulate Gandhi onyjewed with considerable misgiving.

the start of his march was attended by a crowd
of over 3000 people at Nagpur.

Central Provinces and Berar

The 12th of March was celebrated as the
day of inaugurating the civil disobedience
Bengal campaign. In Bombay the celebrations took
the form of saluting the national flag in

The outstanding event of the past fortnight has .
been the start of Gandhi’s campaign of civil the morning.

disobedience. Mr. J.M. Sengupta has formed an

All-Bengal Civil Disobedience Council, and the Bombay

Bengal Provincial Congress Committee has pres«esariindulged in offensive language
formed an All Bengal Council of Disobedience. 5,4 in its usual attitude of blowing hot and
But beyond forming councils no active steps have.q 4 wrote: “If the Government wants to
yet been taken in the matter of civil disobedience st the power of Satyagraha, both its action

in Bengal. and inaction will cause injury to it. If it

The reports from the districts show that the arrests Gandhi it will incur the discontent
meetings that have been held excite little or noof the nation; if it does not do that, the
interest and leave no profound impression onmovement of civil disobedience will go on
the general population. It is noticeable, however,spreading. We therefore say that if the
that ladies are attending these meetings inGovernment punishes Mr. Gandhi the nation
increasing numbers. will have won a victory, and if it lets him
alone it will have won a still greater victory.”

Bihar and Orissa On the other hand the moderate paper

There is still little to report regarding Congress Vividh Vritt pointed out the futility of the
activity. There is a good deal of talk about a movement and opined that it could not
campaign to withhold payment of the chaukidari achieve the end in view. It, however,
tax, but no area has yet been selected foreminded the government that repression
experiment. The arrest of Gandhi is being would defeat its purpose.
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FOR THE SECOND HALF OF MARCH 1930 the salt laws on receipt of Mr. Gandhi’s orders ere
reported from a number of districts.

Bengal

Interest has continued to centre round Gandhi's FOR THE FIRST HALF OF APRIL 1930

march to the sea and the arrangements which

he is making to initiate a campaign of civil United Provinces

disobedience. The extremist papers report his Events have moved rapidly during the fortnight.
doings and speeches at great length and make part from political meetings, processions ar{d
great display of the various meetings that are the enrolment of volunteers, the Salt Act hjis
being held throughout Bengal and the resolutions heen openly defied at Agra, Cawnpore, Benarjis,
passed thereat. But there is little enthusiasm Allahabad, Lucknow, Meerut, Rae Barel
for the form of civil disobedience favoured by Farukhabad, Etawah, Ballia and Mainpuri.

Gandhi ... -

N Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru was arrested at Cheoki railviay
Generally people are waiting to see what station early on the morning of April 14 as he wjs
happens to Gandhi and the probability is that if proceeding to the Central Provinces to attend| a

the prospect of any serious conflagration is at and sentenced to six months simple imprisonment.
present slight.

Bihar and Orissa
Central Provinces and Berar

and most of the schools and colleges were salt manufacture in a few places ...

deserted on the 12th March to mark the

inauguration of Gandhi’'s march. Central Provinces

The boycott of liquor shops and the In Jubbalpore Seth Govinddass has attempjed

infringement of forest laws appear to be the to manufacture chemical salt at a cost many tinjes
most probable line of attack. in excess of the market price of clean salt.

Punjab Madras

It seems not improbable that organised attempts COnsiderable opposition was shown ft
will be made to break the Salt Law in the Vizagapatam to the Police when they attemp{zd
Jhelum district; that the agitation relating to the 0 S€ize salt made by boiling sea water, Gut
non-payment of the water-tax in Multan will elsewhere resistance to the seizure of illicit sflt
be revived; and that some movement in Nas been half hearted.

connection with the National Flag will be started

probably at Gujranwala. Bengal

In the mufassal efforts have been made [to
United Provinces manufacture illicit salt, the main operatio
Political activity has undoubtedly intensified areas being the districts of 24-Parganas and
during the last fortnight. The Congress party feels Midnapore.

that it must do something spectacular to sustain very little salt has actually been manufactur¢d

public interest. Enrolment of volunteers, and most of it has been confiscated and the
propaganda in villages, preparations for breaking utensils in which it was manufactured destroyed.
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Write a short essay
(250-300 words) on the following:

If you would like to know
more, read:

I\/Iap work Sekhar Bandyopadhyay. 2004.
From Plassey to Partition:
A History of Modern India
Orient Longman, New Delhi.

Sarvepalli Gopal. 1975.
Jawabharlal Nehru: A Biography,
Volumel, 1889-1947.

Oxford University Press, Delhi.
|E Proj h n
=7 oject (choose one) David Hardiman. 2003.

Gandbhi in His Time and Ours
Permanent Black, New Delhi.

Gyanendra Pandey. 1978.
The Ascendancy of the
Congress in Uttar Pradesh.
1926-34.

Oxford University Press, Delhi.

Sumit Sarkar. 1983.
Modern India, 1885-1947
Macmillan, New Delhi.

You could visit:
http:/www.gandhiserve.org/
cwmg/cwmg.html

(for Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi)
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1. Some Partition Experiences

“I am simply returning my father’s karz , his debt”

This is what the researcher recorded:

During my visits to the History Department Library of Punjab
University, Lahore, in the winter of 1992, the librarian, Abdul Latif, a
pious middle-aged man, would help me a lot. He would go out of his
way, well beyond the call of duty, to provide me with relevant material,
meticulously keeping photocopies requested by me ready before my
arrival the following morning. | found his attitude to my work so
extraordinary that one day | could not help asking him, “Latif Sahib,
why do you go out of your way to help me so much?” Latif Sahib
glanced at his watch, grabbed hisnamazi topiand said, “I must go for
namaz right now but | will answer your question on my return.”
Stepping into his office half an hour later, he continued:

“Yes, your question. | ... | mean, my father belonged to Jammu, to
a small village in Jammu district. This was a Hindu-dominated village
and Hindu ruffians of the area massacred the hamlet’s Muslim
population in August 1947. One late afternoon, when the Hindu
mob had been at its furious worst, my father discovered he was
perhaps the only Muslim youth of the village left alive. He had already
lost his entire family in the butchery and was looking for ways of
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escaping. Remembering a kind, elderly Hindu lady, a neighbour, he implored
her to save him by offering him shelter at her place. The lady agreed to help
father but said, ‘Son, if you hide here, they will get both of us. This is of no
use. You follow me to the spot where they have piled up the dead. You lie
down there as if deadand | will dump a few dead-bodies on you. Lie there
among the dead, son, as if deadthrough the night and run for your life
towards Sialkotat the break of dawn tomorrow.’

“My father agreed to the proposal. Off they went to that spot, father lay on
the ground and the old lady dumped a number of bodies on him. An hour
or so later a group of armed Hindu hoodlums appeared. One of them yelled,
‘Any life left in anybody?’ and the others started, with their crude staffs and
guns, to feel for any trace of life in that heap. Somebody shouted, ‘There is
a wrist watch on that body!” and hit my father’s fingers with the butt of his
rifle. Father used to tell us how difficult it was for him to keep his outstretched
palm, beneath the watch he was wearing, so utterly still. Somehow he
succeeded for a few seconds until one of them said ‘Oh, it'sonly a watch.
Come let us leave, it is getting dark.” Fortunately, for Abbaji, they left and my
father lay there in that wretchedness the whole night, literally running for his life
at the first hint of light. He did not stop until he reached Sialkot.

“I help you because that Hindu mai helped my father. | am simply returning
my father’s karz, his debt.”

“But | am not a Hindu,” | said. “Mine is a Sikh family, at best a mixed Hindu-
Sikh one.”

“I do not know what your religion is with any surety. You do not wear
uncut hair and you are not a Muslim. So, for me you are a Hindu and | do my
little bit for you because a Hindu mai saved my father.”

“For quite a few years now, | have not

met a Punjabi Musalman ”

The researcher’s second story is about the manager of a youth hostel in Lahore.

I had gone to the hostel looking for accommodation and had promptly
declared my citizenship. “You are Indian, so | cannot allot you a room but |
can offer you tea and a story,” said the Manager. | couldn’t have refused such
a tempting offer. “In the early 1950s | was posted at Delhi,” the Manager began.
I was all ears:

“l was working as a clerk at the Pakistani High Commission there and |
had been asked by a Lahori friend to deliver a rukka (a short handwritten
note) to his erstwhile neighbour who now resided at Paharganj in Delhi.
One day | rode out on my bicycle towards Paharganj and just as | crossed
the cathedral at the Central Secretariat, spotting a Sikh cyclist | asked him
in Punjabi, ‘Sardarji, the way to Paharganj, please?’
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‘Are you a refugee?’ he asked.
‘No, | come from Lahore. | am Igbal Ahmed.’
‘Igbal Ahmed ... from Lahore? Stop!’

“That ‘Stop!” sounded like a brute order to me and | instantly
thought now I'll be gone. This Sikh will finish me off. But there was
no escaping the situation, so | stopped. The burly Sikh came running
to me and gave me a mighty hug. Eyes moist, hesaid, ‘For quite a
few years now, | have not met a Punjabi Musalman. | have been
longing to meet one but you cannot find Punjabi-speaking
Musalmans here.”

“No, no! You can never be ours”

This is the third story the researcher related:

|
|
|
|
I still vividly remember a man | met in Lahore in 1992. :
He mistook me to be a Pakistani studying abroad. For |
some reason he liked me. He urged me to return home

after completing my studies to serve theqaum (nation). |
I told him | shall do so but, at some stage in the |
conversation, | added that my citizenship happens to |
be Indian. All of a sudden his tone changed, and much |

as he was restraining himself, he blurted out, L— -

“Oh Indian! | had thought you were Pakistani.”
| tried my best to impress upon him that | always see
myself as South Asian’No, no! You can never be ours.
Your people wiped out my entire village in 1947, we
are sworn enemies and shall always remain so.”
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2. A Momentous Marker
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3. Why and How Did Partition
Happen?

383

The Lucknow Pact

The Lucknow Pact of December
1916 was an understanding
between the Congress and the
Muslim League (controlled by
the UP-based “Young Party”)
whereby the Congress accepted
separate electorates. The
pact provided a joint political

platform for the Moderates,

Extremists and the Muslim
League.

Arya Samaj

A North Indian Hindu reform
organisation of the Ilate
nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, particularly active
in the Punjab, which sought
to revive Vedic learning
and combine it with modern
education in the sciences.



384 THEMES IN INDIAN HISTORY — PART 1

What is communalism?

There are many aspects to our identity. You are a girl or a boy, all of you are young

persons, you belong to a certain village, city, district or state and speak certain
languages. You are Indians but you are also world citizens. Income levels differ
from family to family, hence all of us belong to some social class or the other. Most
of us have a religion, and caste may play an important role in our lives. In other

words, our identities have numerous features, they are complex. There are times,
however, when people attach greater significance to certain chosen aspects of
their identity such as religion. This in itself cannot be described as communal.

Communalism refers to a politics that seeks to unify one community around a
religious identity in hostile opposition to another community. It seeks to define this
community identity as fundamental and fixed. It attempts to consolidate this identity
and present it as natural — as if people were born into the identity, as if the identities
do not evolve through history over time. In order to unify the community,
communalism suppresses distinctions within the community and emphasises the
essential unity of the community against other communities.

One could say communalism nurtures a politics of hatred for an identified “other’—
“Hindus” in the case of Muslim communalism, and “Muslims” in the case of Hindu
communalism. This hatred feeds a politics of violence.

Communalism, then, is a particular kind of politicisation of religious identity, an
ideology that seeks to promote conflict between religious communities. In the
context of a multi-religious country, the phrase “religious nationalism” can co me
to acquire a similar meaning. In such a country, any attempt to see a religious
community as a nation would mean sowing the seeds of antagonism against some
other religion/s. M.A. Jinnah saw the Muslims of British India as a nation and desired
that they obtain a nation-state for themselves.
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The Muslim League

Initially floated in Dhaka in
1906, the Muslim League
was quickly taken over by
the U.P.-based Muslim elite.
The party began to make
demands for autonomy for
the Muslim-majority areas of
the subcontinent and/or
Pakistan in the 1940s.

Hindu Mahasabha

Founded in 1915, the Hindu

Mahasabha was a Hindu party
that remained confined to North

India. It aimed to unite Hindu

society by encouraging the
Hindus to transcend the divisions
of caste and sect. It sought
to define Hindu identity in

opposition to Muslim identity.
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The name “Pakistan”

The name Pakistan orPak-stan
(from Punjab, Afghan, Kashmir,
Sind and Baluchistan) was
coined by a Punjabi Muslim
student at Cambridge, Choudhry
Rehmat Ali, who, in pamphlets
written in 1933 and 1935,
desired a separate national
status for this new entity. No one
took Rehmat Ali seriously in
the 1930s, least of all the League
and other Muslim leaders who
dismissed his idea merely as a
student’s dream.
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The Muslim League
resolution of 1940

The League’s resolution of
1940 demanded:

that geographically contiguous
units are demarcated into
regions, which should be
so constituted, with such
territorial readjustments as
may be necessary, that the
areas in which the Muslims are

numerically in a majority as
in the north-western and
eastern zones of India should
be grouped to constitute
“Independent States”, in which
the constituent units shall
be autonomous and sovereign.
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Unionist Party

A political party representing
the interests of landholders —
Hindu, Muslim and Sikh — in
the Punjab. The party was
particularly powerful during

the period 1923-47.
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“A voice in the wilderness”

Mahatma Gandhi knew that his was “a voice in the
wilderness” but he nevertheless continued to oppose the
idea of Partition:
But what a tragic change we see today. | wish the day
may come again when Hindus and Muslims will do

nothing without mutual consultation. | am day and night
tormented by the question what | can do to hasten the

coming of that day. | appeal to the League not to regard

any Indian as its enemy ... Hindus and Muslims are born
of the same soil. They have the same blood, eat the same
food, drink the same water and speak the same language.

SPEECHAT PRAYERMEETING, 7 SEPTEMBER1946,
CWMG, voL. 92,r.139

But | am firmly convinced that the Pakistan demand as
put forward by the Muslim League is un-Islamic and |
have not hesitated to call it sinful. Islam stands for the
unity and brotherhood of mankind, not for disrupting
the oneness of the human family. Therefore, those who
want to divide India into possible warring groups are
enemies alike of Islam and India. They may cut me to
pieces but they cannot make me subscribe to something
which | consider to be wrong.

HAR1JAN, 26 SEPTEMBER1946, CWMG, voL. 92, p.229
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“Without a shot
being fired”

This is what Moon wrote:

For over twenty-four
hours riotous mobs were
allowed to rage through
this great commercial
city unchallenged and
unchecked. The finest
bazaars were burnt to the
ground without a shot
being fired to disperse
the incendiaries (i.e. those
who stirred up conflict). The
District Magistrate
marched his (large police)
force into the city and
marched it out again
without making any
effective use of itat all ...

THEMES IN INDIAN HISTORY — PART 1

4. The Withdrawal of Law and
Order
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5. Gendering Partition
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What “recovering” women meant

Here is the experience of a couple, recounted by Prakash
Tandon in his Punjabi Century an autobiographical social
history of colonial Punjab:

In one instance, a Sikh youth who had run amuck
during the Partition persuaded a massacring crowd
to let him take away a young, beautiful Muslim girl.
They got married, and slowly fell in love with each
other. Gradually memories of her parents, who had
been killed, and her former life faded. They were
happy together, and a little boy was born. Soon,
however, social workers and the police, labouring
assiduously to recover abducted women, began to
track down the couple. They made inquiries in the
Sikh’s home-district of Jalandhar; he got scent of it
and the family ran away to Calcutta. The social
workers reached Calcutta. Meanwhile, the couple’s
friends tried to obtain a stay-order from the court
but the law was taking its ponderous course. From
Calcutta the couple escaped to some obscure Punjab
village, hoping that the police would fail to shadow
them. But the police caught up with them and began
to question them. His wife was expecting again and
now nearing her time. The Sikh sent the little boy to
his mother and took his wife to a sugar-cane field. He
made her as comfortable as he could in a pit while he
lay with a gun, waiting for the police, determined not
to lose her while he was alive. In the pit he delivered
her with his own hands. The next day she ran high
fever, and in three days she was dead. He had not
dared to take her to the hospital. He was so afraid the
social workers and the police would take her away.
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6. Regional Variations
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Fiction, Poetry, Films

Are you familiar with any short stories, novels, poems or films
about Partition? More often than not, Partition literature and
films represent this cataclysmic event in more insightful ways
than do the works of historians. They seek to understand mass
suffering and pain by focusing on an individual protagonist or
small groups of ordinary people whose destinies were shaped
by a big event over which they seemed to have no control.
They record the anguish and the ambiguities of the times, the
incomprehensible choices that many were confronted with.
They register a sense of shock and bewilderment at the scale
and magnitude of the violence, at human debasement and
depravity. They also speak of hope and of the ways in which
people overcame adversity.

Saadat Hasan Manto, a particularly gifted Urdu short-story
writer, has this to say about his work:

For a long time | refused to accept the consequences of
the revolution which was set off by the partition of the
country. | still feel the same way; but | suppose, in the end,
| came to accept this nightmarish reality without self-pity
or despair. Inthe process | tried to retrieve from this man-
made sea of blood, pearls of a rare hue, by writing about
the single-minded dedication with which men had killed
men, about the remorse felt by some of them, about the
tears shed by murderers who could not understand why
they still had some human feelings left. All this and more, |
put in my book, Siyah Hashiye(Black Margins).

Partition literature and films exist in many languages, notably
in Hindi, Urdu, Punjabi, Sindhi, Bengali, Assamese and
English. You may want to read writers such as Manto,
Rajinder Singh Bedi (Urdu), Intizar Husain (Urdu), Bhisham
Sahni (Hindi), Kamaleshwar (Hindi), Rahi Masoom Raza
(Hindi), Narain Bharati (Sindhi), Sant Singh Sikhon

(Punjabi), Narendranath Mitra (Bengali), Syed Waliullah

(Bengali), Lalithambika Antharjanam (Malayalam), Amitav

Ghosh (English) and Bapsi Sidhwa (English). Amrita Pritam,
Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Dinesh Das have written memorable
poems on Partition in Punjabi, Urdu and Bengali respectively.
You may also want to see films directed by Ritwik Ghatak
(Meghe Dhaka Taraand Subarnarekha) M.S. Sathyu (Garam
Hawa), Govind Nihalani (Tamas), and a play, Jis Lahore
Nahin Vekhya O Jamyae-nai (He Who Has Not Seen
Lahore, Has Not Been Born) directed by Habib Tanvir.
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7. Help, Humanity, Harmony

A small basket of grapes

This is what Khushdeva Singh
writes about his experience
during one of his visits to Karachi
in 1949:

My friends took me to a
room at the airport where
we all sat down and talked
(and) had lunch
together. | had to travel
from Karachi to London ...
at2.30a.m. ... At5.00 p.m.
... | told my friends that they
had given me so generously
of their time, | thought it
would be too much for
them to wait the whole
night and suggested they
must spare themselves the
trouble. But nobody left
until it was dinner time ...
Then they said they were
leaving and that | must
have a little rest before
emplaning. ... | got up at
about 1.45 a.m. and, when
| opened the door, | saw that
all of them were still there ...
They all accompanied me
to the plane, and, before
parting, presented me with
a small basket of grapes. |
had no words to express
my gratitude for the
overwhelming affection
with which | was treated
and the happiness this
stopover had given me.
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8. Oral Testimonies and History
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Write a short essay
(250-300 words) on the following:

If you would like to know
more, read:

Jasodhara Bagchi and
Subhoranjan Dasgupta (eds.). 2003.
The Trauma and the Triumph:
Gender and Partition in

Eastern India

Stree, Kolkata.

Alok Bhalla (ed.). 1994.

Stories About the Partition of India
Vols. I, 11, 111.

Indus (Harper Collins), New Delhi.

Urvashi Butalia. 1998. Map work

The Other Side of Silence:
Voices from the Partition of India
Viking (Penguin Books),

New Delhi.

Mushirul Hasan, ed. 1996
India’s Partition.

Oxford University Press, .
New Delhi. |& / Project (choose one)

Gyanendra Pandey. 2001.
Remembering Partition:
Violence, Nationalism and
History in India.

Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge.

Anita Inder Singh. 2006.
The Partition of India
National Book Trust, New Delhi.
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1. A Tumultuous Time
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2. The Vision of the Constitution

“We are not going just to copy”

411

This is what Jawaharlal Nehru said in his famous speech of
13 December 1946:

My mind goes back to the various Constituent Assemblies that
have gone before and of what took place at the making of the
great American nation when the fathers of that nation met and
fashioned out a Constitution which has stood the test of so many
years, more than a century and a half, and of the great nation
which has resulted, which has been built up on the basis of that
Constitution. My mind goes back to that mighty revolution which
took place also over 150 years ago and to that Constituent
Assembly that met in that gracious and lovely city of Paris which
has fought so many battles for freedom, to the difficulties that
that Constituent Assembly had and to how the King and other
authorities came in its way, and still it continued. The House
will remember that when these difficulties came and even the
room for a meeting was denied to the then Constituent
Assembly, they betook themselves to an open tennis court and
met there and took the oath, which is called the Oath of the
Tennis Court, that they continued meeting in spite of Kings,
in spite of the others, and did not disperse till they had
finished the task they had undertaken. Well, | trust that it is
in that solemn spirit that we too are meeting here and that
we, too, whether we meet in this chamber or other chambers,
or in the fields or in the market-place, will go on meeting
and continue our work till we have finished it.
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Then my mind goes back to a more recent revolution which gave rise to a
new type of State, the revolution that took place in Russia and out of which has
arisen the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics, another mighty country which
is playing a tremendous part in the world, not only a mighty country but for us
in India, a neighbouring country.

So our mind goes back to these great examples and we seek to learn from their
success and to avoid their failures. Perhaps we may not be able to avoid failures
because some measure of failure is inherent in human effort. Nevertheless, we
shall advance, | am certain, in spite of obstructions and difficulties, and achieve
and realise the dream that we have dreamt so long ...

We say that it is our firm and solemn resolve to have an independent sovereign
republic. India is bound to be sovereign, it is bound to be independent and it is
bound to be a republic ... Now, some friends have raised the question: “Why
have you not put in the word ‘democratic’ here.?” Well, | told them that it is
conceivable, of course, that a republic may not be democratic but the whole of
our past is witness to this fact that we stand for democratic institutions. Obviously
we are aiming at democracy and nothing less than a democracy. What form of
democracy, what shape it might take is another matter. The democracies of the
present day, many of them in Europe and elsewhere, have played a great part
in the world’s progress. Yet it may be doubtful if those democracies may not
have to change their shape somewhat before long if they have to remain
completely democratic. We are not going just to copy, | hope, a certain
democratic procedure or an institution of a so-called democratic country. We
may improve upon it. In any event whatever system of government we may
establish here must fit in with the temper of our people and be acceptable to
them. We stand for democracy. It will be for this House to determine what shape
to give to that democracy, the fullest democracy, | hope. The House will notice
that in this Resolution, although we have not used the word “democratic”
because we thought it is obvious that the word “republic” contains that word
and we did not want to use unnecessary words and redundant words, but we
have done something much more than using the word. We have given the
content of democracy in this Resolution and not only the content of democracy
but the content, if | may say so, of economic democracy in this Resolution.
Others might take objection to this Resolution on the ground that we have n ot
said that it should be a Socialist State. Well, | stand for Socialism and, | hope,
India will stand for Socialism and that India will go towards the constitution of
a Socialist State and | do believe that the whole world will have to go that way.

ConsTITUENT AssemBLY DeBaTes (CAD), voL.i
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“That is very good, Sir — bold words, noble words”

Somnath Labhiri said:

Well, Sir, | must congratulate Pandit Nehru for the fine expression he gave to the
spirit of the Indian people when he said that no imposition from the British will be

accepted by the Indian people. Imposition would be resented and objected to, he

said, and he added that if need be we will walk the valley of struggle. That is very
good, Sir — bold words, noble words.

But the point is to see when and how are you going to apply that challenge.
Well, Sir, the point is that the imposition is here right now. Not only has the
British Plan made any future Constitution ... dependent on a treaty satisfactory
to the Britisher but it suggests that for every little difference you will have to run
to the Federal Court or dance attendance there in England; or to call on the
British Prime Minister Clement Attlee or someone else. Not only is it a fact that
this Constituent Assembly, whatever plans we may be hatching, we are under
the shadow of British guns, British Army, their economic and financial stranglehold —
which means that the final power is still in the British hands and the question of power
has not yet been finally decided, which means the future is not yet completely in
our hands. Not only that, but the statements made by Attlee and others recently
have made it clear that if need be, they will even threaten you with division
entirely. This means, Sir, there is no freedom in this country. As Sardar Vallabh
Bhai Patel put it some days ago, we have freedom only to fight among ourselves.
That is the only freedom we have got ... Therefore, our humble suggestion is that
it is not a question of getting something by working out this Plan but to declare
independence here and now and call upon the Interim Government, call upon
the people of India, to stop fratricidal warfare and look out against its enemy,
which still has the whip hand, the British Imperialism — and go together to fight it
and then resolve our claims afterwards when we will be free.

CAD, voL.I
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3. Defining Rights
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“The British element is gone, but they
have left the mischief behind”

Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel said:

It is no use saying that we ask for separate electorates, because it is good for us.
We have heard it long enough. We have heard it for years, and as a result of this
agitation we are now a separate nation ... Can you show me one free country
where there are separate electorates? If so, | shall be prepared to accept itBut in
this unfortunate country if this separate electorate is going to be persisted in,
even after the division of the country, woe betide the country; it is not worth
living in. Therefore, | say, it is not for my good alone, it is for your own good that
| say it, forget the past. One day, we may be united ... The British element is gone,
but they have left the mischief behind. We do not want to perpetuate that mischief.
(Hear, hear). When the British introduced this element they had not expected
that they will have to go so soon. They wanted it for their easy administration.
That is all right. But they have left the legacy behind. Are we to get out of it or not?

CAD, voL.v
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“l believe separate electorates will
be suicidal to the minorities”

During the debate on 27 August 1947, Govind Ballabh
Pant said:

| believe separate electorates will be suicidal to
the minorities and will do them tremendous harm. If
they are isolated for ever, they can never convert
themselves into a majority and the feeling of
frustration will cripple them even from the very
beginning. What is it that you desire and what is our
ultimate objective? Do the minorities always want to

remain as minorities or do they ever expect to form
an integral part of a great nation and as such to guide
and control its destinies? If they do, can they ever
achieve that aspiration and that ideal if they are
isolated from the rest of the community? | think it
would be extremely dangerous for them if they were
segregated from the rest of the community and kept
aloof in an air-tight compartment where they would
have to rely on others even for the air they breath ...
The minorities if they are returned by separate
electorates can never have any effective voice.

CAD, voL.li
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“There cannot be any
divided loyalty”

Govind Ballabh Pant argued
that in order to become loyal
citizens people had to
stop focusing only on the
community and the self:

For the success of
democracy one must
train himself in the
art of self-discipline. In
democracies one should
care less for himself and
more for others. There
cannot be any divided

loyalty. All loyalties must
exclusively be centred
round the State. If in a
democracy, you create
rival loyalties, or you

create a system in which
any individual or group,

instead of suppressing
his extravagance, cares
nought for larger or other

interests, then democracy
is doomed.

CAD, voL.Il
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“The real minorities are the
masses of this country”

Welcoming the Objectives Resolution introduced by
Jawaharlal Nehru, N.G. Ranga said:

Sir, there is a lot of talk about minorities. Who are
the real minorities? Not the Hindus in the so-called
Pakistan provinces, not the Sikhs, not even the
Muslims. No, the real minorities are the masses of
this country. These people are so depressed and
oppressed and suppressed till now that they are not
able to take advantage of the ordinary civil rights.
What is the position? You go to the tribal areas.
According to law, their own traditional law, their
tribal law, their lands cannot be alienated. Yet our
merchants go there, and in the so-called free
market they are able to snatch their lands. Thus,
even though the law goes against this snatching
away of their lands, still the merchants are able to
turn the tribal people into veritable slaves by
various kinds of bonds, and make them hereditary
bond-slaves. Let us go to the ordinary villagers.
There goes the money-lender with his money and
he is able to get the villagers in his pocket. There
is the landlord himself, the zamindar, and the
malguzar and there are the various other people
who are able to exploit these poor villagers. There
is no elementary education even among these
people. These are the real minorities that need
protection and assurances of protection. In order
to give them the necessary protection, we will need
much more than this Resolution ...

CAD, voL.I
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“We want removal of our
social disabilities”

Dakshayani Velayudhan from
Madras, argued:

What we want is not all
kinds of safeguards. It is
the moral safeguard which
gives protection to the
underdogs of this country ...
| refuse to believe that
seventy million Harijans
are to be considered as a
minority ... what we want is
the ... immediate removal
of our social disabilities.’

CAD, voL.i

We have never asked
for privileges

Hansa Mehta of Bombay
demanded justice for women,
not reserved seats, or separate
electorates.

We have never asked for
privileges. What we have
asked for is social justice,
economic justice, and
political justice. We have
asked for that equality
which alone can be the
basis of mutual respect and
understanding, without
which real cooperation is
not possible between man
and woman.
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4. The Powers of the State
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Who is a better patriot?

Sir A. Ramaswamy Mudaliar
from Mysore said during the
debate on 21 August 1947:

Let us not lay the flattering
unction to our soul that we
are better patriots if we

propose a strong Centre and
that those who advocate a
more vigorous examination
of these resources are
people with not enough of
national spirit or patriotism.
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5. The Language of the Nation

425

What should the
gualities of a national
language be ?

A few months before his death
Mahatma Gandhi reiterated
his views on the language
guestion:

This Hindustani should be
neither Sanskritised Hindi
nor Persianised Urdu but
a happy combination of
both. It should also freely
admit words wherever
necessary from the different
regional languages and
also assimilate words from
foreign languages, provided
that they can mix well and
easily with our national
language. Thus our national
language must develop
into a rich and powerful

instrument capable of
expressing the whole gamut
of human thought and

feelings. To confine oneself
to Hindi or Urdu would be

a crime against intelligence
and the spirit of patriotism.

HARIJANSEVAK 12 OcTOBER 1947
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Write a short essay

(250-300 words) on the following:

F? Project
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If you would like to know
more, read:

Granville Austin. 1972.

The Indian Constitution:

The Cornerstone of a Nation.
Oxford University Press,

New Delhi.

Rajeev Bhargava. 2000.
“Democratic Vision of a

New Republic”in F. R. Frankel
et al. eds, Transforming India:
Social and Political Dynamics
of Democracy.

Oxford University Press,

New Delhi.

Sumit Sarkar. 1983.

“Indian Democracy:

The Historical Inheritance”
in Atul Kohli ed.,

The Success of India’s
Democracy.

Cambridge University Press,
Cambridge.

Sumit Sarkar. 1983.
Modern India: 1885-1947.
Macmillan, New Delhi.

You could visit:
parliamentofindia.nic.in/Is/

debates/debates.htm

(for a digitalised version of the
Constituent Assembly Debates)
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